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Message

16 December 2017

The glorious Victory Day — the 16" of December, has arrived again after one year. Our brave Bangali
heroes earned this historical victory by dint of their decades long hard struggle for self emancipation
and a 9 month long blood-spattered War of Liberation in 1971. On this great day, | congratulate my
countrymen living in both home and abroad.

Today, | recall with boundless respect, our Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
whose visionary leadership made Bangali people to protest the suppression of the then autocracy and
dream for an independent motherland. Under the charismatic leadership of Bangabandhu the Bangalis
became united. They made utmost sacrifices and embraced untold losses at his very clarion call of a
sovereign Bangladesh.

My profound tributes are to the valiant freedom fighters and martyrs of the Liberation War whose
sacrifices led us to our final destination of independence. With never-ending love and humble
salutations, | recall our fearless women who were subjected to heinous forms of war crimes and an
ordeal of atrocities.

| also pay my gratitude to our expatriate brothers and sisters, and the members of the diplomatic front
of our War of Liberation whose commendable efforts created the ground for obtaining moral, financial
and military support from global community in favor of the War of Independence. Enormous
contributions from our foreign friends have been written in golden letters in the history of the birth of
Bangladesh. My special greetings are also to them.

Our Father of the Naion, the great architect of our Libration War dreamt for a happy, prosperous,
exploitation free and equitable ‘Sonar Bangla’ (Bengal of Gold). His able successor, the leader of mass
people Sheikh Hasina has been working tirelessly to realise this dream. Formation of an equitable state
mentioned in ‘The Charter for Change’ presented by Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina consists of
a number of specific and integrated programmes for accomplishment. Following that roadmap, goals
have been agreed on for transforming the country into a ‘Middle income” one by 2021 and a
‘Developed’ one by 2041. At the same time it has taken firm measures towards achieving these goals.

As a result of these initiatives Bangladesh has been recognised as one of the fast growing economy in
the world with 7.28 % growth rate, USS 1,6,10 of per capita income and more than 71 years of
longevity. Poverty rate has come down from 38.4% in 2005-06 to 22.4% in 2017, while the extreme
poverty has been reduced from 24.2% to 12.1% during the same period. With all positive indexes in the
areas of women empowerment, sanitation, maternal and child mortality, population growth rate,
social mobility, education and health, now, Bangladesh is a role model for other countries. We are also
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no more lagged behind in controlling inflation and balancing international trade. Our Hon’ble Prime
Minister has received acclamation from world leaders for her positive role in various international
issues. She has been regarded as ‘the Leader of Humanity’ as she has provided shelter to 10 lac
Rohingyas forcibly displaced by the Myanmar government.

Our government is active always in searching new markets for workers and our products along with
mobilisation of internal resources for the continuity of the economic progress of the country. As a part
of these endevours, we have been strengthening our diplomatic efforts for arranging trade fairs in
abroad, duty-free access of Bangladeshi products and expansion of labour markets. On the other hand,
different welfare programs including work permit / easing visa process and extension of online services
have been going on. Also, the government has opened the door for investment with all the facilities so
that affluent and enthusiastic expatriates can add an important contribution in the process of our
economic growth.

During the last 9 years our government has opened 17 new missions in addition to the existing ones for
diplomatic presence and expansion of diplomatic relations with the outer world. Bangladesh missions
in Romania, Chennai of India, Sydney of Australia and Toronto of Canada are going to be operated
soon. Besides these, we have plan to set up missions in Florida, Kabul, Khartoum and Free Town.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has been working tirelessly for realisation of the dream for which our
Father of the Nation fought; for which the freedom fighters poured their fresh blood on the green
grass of this land. Let us pledge today that, all of us will be working according to our own ability from
our respective positions for the welfare of people, motherland and global humanity.

Joy Bangla, Joy Bangabandhu.
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